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Tuesday 14 November 2006

TRANSPORT AND RETAIL GIANTS COMMIT TO SUPPLY CHAIN SAFETY CODE

Three of Australia’s largest retailers have today joined with the largest logistics companies and signed up to a new code of conduct to improve supply chain safety and regulatory compliance.

The Retail Logistics Supply Chain Code of Conduct (the Code) recognises the importance of public safety and amenity in retail logistics operations and provides the public commitment of signatories to comply with the letter and spirit of the law by observing strict operational and administrative standards.

Woolworths, Coles Group and Metcash are the first retailers to become signatories to the Code with transport giants Toll Group and Linfox the initial transport operators to affirm their commitment to the Code.

The Code addresses issues including:

· Road and vehicle safety

· Driver fatigue management

· Time slot management

The Code was facilitated by the Australian Logistics Council (ALC) in consultation with retailers, logistics providers and transport operators.

ALC Executive Director Mr Hal Morris said the Code was a significant milestone in supply chain safety.

“ The development of the Code reinforces the commitment of supply chain parties to on-road compliance at a time of increasing regulatory complexity under chain of responsibility laws,” Mr Morris said.

Toll Group Managing Director, Mr Paul little said toll backed the important industry initiative.

“Toll is committed to ensuring the safe and efficient operation of the supply chain and we will work closely with all parties to ensure this is the case,” Mr Little said.

The ALC will administer the Code and assist signatories to maintain compliance with the Code over time.

The code is fully funded by its signatories and will undergo a full review at least every three years.

LAUNCH DETAILS:
Event:
 
Retail Logistics Supply Chain Code of Conduct Launch

Date:

Tuesday 14 November 2006

Time:

7pm

Venue:
Sir Redmond Barry Room



Investment Centre Victoria



55 Collins St, Melbourne

Speakers:

· Australian Logistics Council Chairman, Mr Ivan Backman

· Toll Group Managing Director, Mr Paul Little

· Woolworths Chief Logistics and Information Officer, Mr Steve Bradley

Speakers will be available for interview ahead of launch

To arrange interviews please contact:

Anji Kurian 0415 805 310

Retail Logistics Supply Chain

CODE OF CONDUCT

Recognising the need for a safe and efficient transport function, in our interests, and in the wider interests of public benefit and safety, we adopt and agree to this Code of Conduct and its Guidelines.

1. We recognise and accept our obligations in the transport chain of responsibility to maintain and promote safe operations. 

2. We undertake to comply with all road transport laws applying to our operations. 

3. We, as manufacturers, suppliers, retailers or logistics suppliers, will not knowingly make or meet any demand or requirement that would cause us to breach road transport laws applying to our operations.

4. We will actively support the development of appropriate industry Codes of Conduct, Codes of Practice and Guidelines for the purpose of promoting compliance with road transport laws. 

5. We will also ensure that we have in place suitable and adequate processes, programs policies and training so that we can demonstrate that we have taken reasonable steps to comply with all relevant laws.

6. We recognise and accept that our obligations include queuing and scheduling requirements, loading and unloading facilities and equipment, well maintained, appropriately designed and equipped vehicles, fatigue management, driver health and safety and safety and security requirements generally.

7. We will cause all new contracts or arrangements between us to include compliance with this Code of Conduct as a material requirement.

8. We recognise and accept that cost alone should not be the determining factor in meeting our obligations under this Code.

9. We will actively support and assist the National Transport Commission to meet its responsibility to develop appropriate uniform or nationally consistent road transport regulation and operational reforms.
This Code and the Retail Logistics Supply Chain Code Guidelines are intended to be read together.
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