Environmental 

Management

Policy

for the

Australian Logistics Industry

May 2006
Australian Logistics Council

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PRACTICE 

FOR THE AUSTRALIAN LOGISTICS INDUSTRY

The Australian logistics industry is a major contributor to the Australian economy at national, regional and local levels.  In view of Australia’s sparse and widely distributed population and its global location far from our trading partners, logistics play an important part of our cost structure.  They must be efficient, provide cost effective solutions whilst at the same time meet standards of environmental and social responsibility. 

The Australian logistics industry is committed to operating in an environmentally responsible manner whilst providing value adding, cost-effective and competitive facilities and services for their customers.  Wherever possible logistics operators have developed environmental programs to reflect their differing operations that comply with strict environmental standards. They undertake to ensure that all operations are carried out in a manner that minimizes environmental impacts and prevents pollution whilst also adopting a philosophy of a continuous improvement approach to their responsibilities.

In meeting the aims of this Policy, the Australian logistics industry will continue to develop and maintain environmental policies, and have practices in place, that, wherever practical, seek to achieve the following:

Planning, Operations & Development

 Ensure that logistics infrastructure planning and development integrates short and long term economic and environmental considerations;

 Pursue a direction which is ecologically sustainable and viable, and conducted according to high standards of environmental performance in order to protect the environment for future generations; 

 Work with community, industry stakeholders and government agencies in seeking solutions, and minimizing environmental impacts, associated with infrastructure developments and operations;

 Ensure the potential impacts of new projects are identified, assessed on a risk basis, and appropriately managed.   

Legislative Compliance

 Consider the potential environmental effects of all projects and undertake assessment impacts in accordance with legislative requirements;
 Ensure compliance with all applicable state, territory and federal environmental and planning laws and regulations and work with relevant departments and agencies. 
Monitoring & Management

 Monitor and measure the significant influences and impacts of the logistics operations on the environment using the most appropriate environmental management technologies and practices;

 Undertake environmental audits/reviews where appropriate to ensure continuing improvement in performance. 

Use of Resources

 Use resources efficiently, work to minimize the use of raw materials, toxic substances, energy, water and other resources, encourage the use of new technologies, minimize waste and institute recycling programs.

Emergency Management

 Develop emergency response plans particularly relating to actual and potential pollution incidents, regularly exercise these plans and update them as necessary to ensure their on-going effectiveness;

People, Communication & Consultation 

 Work co-operatively, share outcomes and communicate openly and honestly with all stakeholders; 

 Encourage broad community and stakeholder involvement in decisions which affect them and give due consideration to local culture and custom; 

 Appoint staff and contractors who have the appropriate skill and experience, educate, train and motivate them, and ensure full accountability for best environmental practice by all employees and contractors; 

 Communicate this Policy and ensure awareness of responsible environmental management by staff, customers and the community; 

 Encourage research on environmental issues associated with the logistics industry;

Corporate Governance

 Commit to continuous improvement of environmental performance and management; 

 Promote open and effective environmental reporting.

The Australian logistics industry is committed to the spirit and intent of this Policy and it will be reviewed on a regular basis.


